
Silver Park in Alliance. This 
wonderful experience will 
be provided at no charge. 
More information will be 
included in our December 
issue. The Church of the 
Savior will be furnishing the 
church van for this event. 
To reserve your place early, 
please leave a message for  
Scott Barwick at 330-328-
8761. This year SWAN 
plans to coordinate its 
Christmas festivities for 
youth with Compton Ele-
mentary School. 
 
PHONE NUMBERS FOR 
QUICK REFERENCE 
Police Tip L ine—May 
leave anonymous tips. You 
do not have to leave your 
name. 330.489.3117 
Non-Emer gency Pol ice 
Calls 330.649.5800 
Sergeant Fox of Gang 
Task Force 330.458.4807 
M a y o r ’ s  H o t l i n e 
330.455.2489 

WHAT’S NEW 
The new SWAN Board met 
the 1st Friday of September 
to discuss a number of 
events and proposals. Our 
new president, Scott Bar-
wick, was excited to tell all 
of us about the neighbor-
hood Back to School Block 
Party hosted at the Church 
of the Savior. Approxi-
mately 250 children and 
youth received book bags 
that were provided by 
SWAN from their large 
grant. The school supplies 
in the bags were donated by 
businesses and private indi-
viduals contacted through 
the Church of the Savior. 
SWAN was able to pur-
chase high quality bags by 
case lots through a whole-
saler. Bags that were not 
given out at the block party 
were delivered to Compton 
Elementary School to be 
given to children who do 
not have them. A few bags 
were left at the Church of 
the Savior to be distributed 
as needed to those who 
come to the church for as-
sistance. 
 
We had a few volunteers to 
help with the community 
clean-up on July 26. Most 
of the work was done by 
board members. They cer-
tainly deserve applause for 
their efforts. It is necessary 
to have more volunteers, 
however. There is too much 
work for only a handful of 
volunteers to do. A few 
youth and others from the 
area stopped for an ice 

cream sundae after the work 
was done. A big Thank you 
to Gary Zink of Sure-Fit 
Auto Care Center for sup-
plying the trash bags for this 
event. 
 
NEW SIGN 
By now all of you have had 
the opportunity to see the 
new park sign on McKinley 
and 5th Street SW. Money 
for the sign was donated by 
SWAN using monies from 
our large grant that was 
given for that purpose. A 
date has been set in early 
October for the placement 
of the historical marker in 
McKinley park. This sign 
will tell the history of the 
cemetery and its metamor-
phosis into a city park.  
 
LOOKING AHEAD 
We are well on the way to 
achieving the goals we set a 
year ago. In December we 
plan to take senior citizens 
by van to see the lights at 
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SWAN Con tacts: 
 
Scott Barwick 
President  
330-328-8761 
 
Constance Brown 
Vice President / Newsletter  
330-705-2075 
 
Patr icia Howard,  
Secretary  
330-453-0036 
 
L inda Wi l l iams,  
Treasurer   
330-453-1717 
 
Leon Conner,  
Addi tional  Member 
 

SWAN Newslet terSWAN Newslet ter   

SS ou t hou t h WW estest   AA ssoci a t i on  of  ssoci a t i on  of  NN ei gh bor sei gh bor s   

 

Month l y Boar d 
Meet i ngs:  

When? 1st Fr iday of each 
month 5:00-5:45 

Wher e? Study Room 2nd 
Floor  Stark County Li -

brary 

Ever yone Wel come 

 

Boundar i es: 
Tuscarawas Street South to 
9th Street; Schroyer  East to 
Market 

Some of the Book Bags SWAN Donated to Block Par ty 



 
CORRESPONDENCE 
“August 20, 2007 
On behalf of Church of the Savior, we 
would like to say a grateful, “Thank 
you,”  for sponsoring and supporting 
our youth in the City of Canton, at the 
2007 2nd Annual Back to School Block 
Party, on August 18th, 2007. We could 
not have done it without your assis-
tance. We hope that the 255 youth that 
were present will be empowered with 
confidence to do their best, this school 
year. The donated bags are very dura-
ble. We are thankful to this community 
and you especially for the donated 
school supplies. The remainder of the 
book bags (65) was delivered to Comp-
ton Elementary, Mrs. Green, Principal. 
We are pleased for your work in our 
community, with partnering neighbor-
hood schools. Our sincere appreciation 
goes out to your organization and 
Board Members. I hope that we can 
continue to work together, to make a 
difference in our community. May God 
Bless You!  
Sincerely, 
Scott E. Barwick, Back to School 
Block Party Committee Chairperson”  
 
August 28, 2007 
“Thank you all for your donation of 
school supplies for our Compton stu-
dents. You can be assured that they will 
be put to good use and very much ap-
preciated during this school year. We 
thank you for your efforts in coordinat-
ing this project and your wonderful 
generosity. May each of you be blessed 
for your thoughtfulness. 
Sincerely,  
Dr. Sylvera Green, Principal 

BUILDING COMMUNITIES 
FROM THE INSIDE OUT  
At the time that we received our grant 
in 2007, Stark Community Foundation 
presented SWAN with a book titled 
Building Communities From the In-
side Out by Kretzmann and McKnight. 
Let me summarize a few points the 
book makes regarding associations. 
 
Associations are the basic American 
tool for empowering individuals, build-
ing strong communities, creating effec-
tive citizens, and making democracy 
work. Usually a local community is a 
group of local citizens who decide on a 
common problem, share in developing 
a plan to solve the problem, and take 
action to implement the plan and solve 
the problem. 
 
Associations may be formal or infor-
mal. They may or may not have elected 
or paid officers. Examples are music or 
writing associations, Chamber of Com-
merce, stamp collectors, senior citizens, 
exercise or dieting groups, book discus-
sion groups, Scouts, Democrats, Re-
publicans, PTA’s, crime watch, 
neighborhood organizations, computer 
clubs, LaLeche groups, Alcoholics 
Anonymous, and many more. 
 
How can you discover the groups that 
are active in your neighborhood? There 
are several ways. One is to visit the 
local library. The reference department 
has lists of many associations that you 
may not realize provide services in the 
community. Local churches often pro-
vide meeting space for a variety of as-
sociations.  Check with the secretary or 
pastor. The local school can also pro-
vide a list of organizations partnering 
with them in providing a variety of 
services to their students.  

FREE GROCERIES !!! Every Fr iday 1:30-3:30 
L imit: 1 x per  month per  family 
Free Breakfast: Sun am 6:30-8:30 

 
Where? Church of the Savior / 120 Cleveland Ave SW / 330.455.0153 

 
The public is invited to Worship Services on Sundays at 10:30 . Attendance not required to receive 

groceries or breakfast. 
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SWAN is a member  of Neighborhood Leadership Council  
and the Compton Elementary Collaboration. 

IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD 
 

Supervised Programs for  Youth 
of All Ages 

are provided at NO CHARGE at 
Church of the Savior United Methodist at 
120 Cleveland Ave SW on Saturdays  

Basketball 11 a.m.-1 p.m.  
Air  Hockey, Ping Pong, Pool 

X-Box 
Computers 

 
Contact Scott Barwick for more  

information: 330.455.0153 
scottbarwick@sbcglobal.net 
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Mayor Janet Weir  Creighton 218 Cleveland Avenue S.W. Can-
ton, Ohio 44702 Phone: 330 489-3291 Fax: 330 489-3282  

Director  of Public Service (Street, Sewer, Water Pollution Con-
trol, Water & Sanitation Departments; Information Systems) Jo-
seph J. Concatto 218 Cleveland Ave SW Canton, OH 
44702Phone: 330 - 489-3338 Fax: 330 - 489-3282 

Director  of Public Safety (Police, Fire, Parking, Zoning Building 
& Code, Traffic Engineer) Bernard L. Hunt 218 Cleveland Ave 
SW Canton, OH 44702Phone: 330- 489-3087 Fax: 330 - 489-3282 

Community &  Economic Development and Planning Margy 
Poorman, Director  218 Cleveland Ave SWCanton, OH 
44702Phone: 330 - 489-3258 Fax: 330 580-2067 
 

 

Canton City Council Canton City Hall Plaza Level 218 
Cleveland Ave SW Canton, OH 44702Phone: 330 - 489-
3223 Fax: 330- 489-3272   

Canton City Income Tax Rober t Schirack, Treasurer  
424 Market Avenue North - 4th Floor Canton, OH 
44702Phone: 330 - 430-7900 Fax: 330 - 430-7944 

Ward 4 Council Member  Elect Kelly Zachary  Home: 
330-488-9301 /City Council 330-489-3223  

Newsletter created by Constance Brown, dba 
StepCo 

Dr Norma Marcere was born October 21, 
1908, to Norman and Ida Snipes. 
She was raised in our SW Neighborhood.   
Her childhood home was at 1424 Fifth 
Street S.W.  After her marriage to Percy 
Marcere in 1929, they moved to the 
home across from her parents at 1405 5th 
street S.W. Soon after the December, 
1941, attack at Pearl Harbor,  Schneider 
Lumber and Storage, the Marcere’s land-
lord,  decided to  tear down their home    
to enlarge their lumber storage space.  
Norma and her husband were given a 
three month relocation notice.   They 
then found residence at 817 Prospect 
Avenue S.W and lived there for twenty-
five years.   
 
Norma Marcere conquered many obsta-
cles to achieve her dream of becoming an 
educator. She was a graduate of Canton 
McKinley High School; she received her 
BS in Education, Guidance and Counsel-
ing from Kent State Normal School. 
When she was denied employment be-
cause of her race, she decided to attend 
Temple University to train as a social 
worker, and eventually became certified 
in that field. She received her Master©s 
degree from Kent State and Akron Uni-
versity.  An honorary Doctorate of Hu-
man Services was given to her from 
Walsh University in 1980 for all her 
years of teaching and community service. 
 
Norma started her academic career work-
ing with Massillon Public Schools. She 

was the first black counselor and the first 
school psychologist in the Akron City 
Schools where she worked as a teacher 
and counselor.  Semi-retired, she taught 
part-time at Malone College and Walsh 
University.  Fully retired, she returned as 
an admissions counselor at Stark State 
College.  She left Stark State to start a 
private practice in psychology and to 
write.  She had several articles published 
in magazines and journals and wrote two 
books about her life and experiences enti-
tled Round the Dining Room Table and 
The Fences Between. 
 
Convinced that low achieving children 
could become scholars, she founded Pro-
ject Academic Excellence (PAX). The 
PAX Saturday School, run completely by 
volunteers, emphasizes basic academic, 
study skills and ethnic cultures in a high 
expectancy atmosphere.  
 
Norma received numerous awards and 
honors  including 1973 Junior League©s 
Woman of the Year, YWCA Hall of 
Fame, Stark County©s top 200 Wall of 
Fame and the Ohio Woman©s Hall of 
Fame.  She was also listed in the Who©s 
Who of American Women and the Who©s 
Who of Black Women. 
 
She was a devout Catholic and a faithful 
parishioner of St Paul©s Catholic Church 
at North Canton. She was involved in 
many community services and organiza-

tions, including the Catholic Interracial 
Council, Stark County Board of Mental 
Retardation, Canton Urban League, 
Walsh College Advisory Board, YWCA 
and YMCA, Big Brothers and Sis-
ters.  She started the STRIVE (study, 
think, read, investigate, volunteer and 
excel) and PAX Saturday School Pro-
gram to help youth achieve their goals. 
 
When I first formally met Dr Marcere 
in 1989 she was at a book signing at 
The News Depot located on Market 
Avenue. She had just published The 
Fences Between.   I became personally 
acquainted with her in 2001 when I 
began to take my niece and nephew to 
St Benedict’s Catholic Church for tutor-
ing.  Although she was 92 years old, she 
sat in the library, still instructing and 
tutoring. She was a great Teacher and a 
great Woman. 
 
Dr. Norma Snipes Marcere, at age 95, 
passed away suddenly August 20, 2004.  
 
Contributed by Patricia Howard 
 
For more information please visit http://
www.odjfs.state.oh.us/women/halloffame/bio.asp?
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