SouthWest Association of Neighbors

SWAN Newsletter

Boundaries:
Tuscarawas Street South to
9th Street; Schroyer East to
Market

Monthly Community
Meetings:

1st Friday of each month
at 6:00

Location: Goodwill Cafe-
teria 9th & Cleveland
SwW

Board Meetings:

1st Friday of each month
at 5:00

Location: Goodwill Cafe-
teria

Working Together to
Restore Community
Pride

SWAN Contacts:

Constance Brown
President
330-454-6255

Rita Barrett
Vice President
330-455-1677

Patricia Howard,
Secretary
330-453-0036

Gwen Singleterry,
Treasurer
330-455-9704

Stephen Brown,
Additional Member
330-454-6255

WHAT'S NEW

Sixth Street is no longer a
one-way! After livinginthe
SW portion of Canton for
11 years, | am used to 6th
Street SW being an east-
bound one-way street. This
week | had a big surprise
when | pulled out of Bachert
Ct & discovered a yellow
line down the middle of the
street and traffic coming
toward me! | had missed
hearing that the street was
being changed & am il
getting used to it. For along
time people in our city have
believed that fewer one-way
streets would improve traf-
fic flow. Now we will get to
test that theory in our own
community! Be careful,
everyone, and be sure to
stay on the RIGHT side of
6th Street SW! Old habits
are hard to break!

Watch out for sinkholes!
One of the neighbors on
Bachert Ct SW discovered a
sink hole in his driveway
only 4 or 5 feet from the
street. Discovering that the
ground is very soft north &
south of the hole, possibly
indicating that the sinkhole
extends into the neighbor’s
property, he contacted me &
| got in touch with the City
Sewer Department & Coun-
cil person Kelly Zachary,
who told me also to contact
the City Water & City De-
velopment departments.
Finaly | contacted the
Mayor's office as well.

Someone from the Water
Department eventually
came to look at the hole, but
said that they can do noth-
ing on private property &
that they do not believe that
the sinkhole was created
when the water main broke
in the street close to that
area 2 or 3 years ago. They
checked to see whether
there is a hidden manhole.
Since there is not, they said
that the neighbor should go
ahead and fill the hole. We
hope that the sink hole does-
n't continue to develop &
create problems for more
neighbors.

Canton and Neighbor-
hoods C.A.N. Forum on
October 19 was a first ever
event directed at offering
the people of Canton a one-
on-one opportunity to ask
guestions about city devel-
opment and concerns.
Mayor Janet Creighton gave
an overview and alowed

the experts from various
departments to address
guestions that had been sub-
mitted ahead of time. Atten-
dees visited booths for all
the city departments, talking
directly to department heads
about issues in their
neighborhoods. Most of the
neighborhood organizations
in the City of Canton had
booths exhibiting activities
and providing newsdetters.
Each attendee also received
a Resource Book showing
ward maps, and contact
information for 49
neighborhood groups, 25
city department heads, and
other elected city officials.

WHAT'S NEXT?

1) Neighborhood L ead-
ership Training will
be held one Thursday
night per month. The
dates are: Feb. 1, Mar.
1 April 5, & May 3
from 5:30-8:30. Loca-
tion: Stark Community

Blood pressure check af C.AN,




Foundation 1st floor Conference
Room. So far we have 4 people
from our neighborhood who are
planning to attend the training.
Thank you for a great response!
You will enjoy it.

2) Christmas Party

SWAN is meeting on November 3 to
plan the neighborhood Christmas party.
Watch for flyers, check your voice
mail. Thisisavery specia event. Often
we have 100 in attendance & would
love to break all records this year. This
will be a pleasant evening with food for
all, prizes, gifts, and entertainment. Be
sure to bring your family to this event.

LOOKING AHEAD

1)

2)

Progress continues on the histori-
cal sign for McKinley Park. After
final editing, it will be ready to set.
Of course it requires coordination
with the City Parks Department.
We still hope for placement of the
sign before Christmas.

SWAN will coordinate with
Compton School to encourage
community youth in character de-
velopment and academics.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

1)

We constantly make efforts to im-
prove communications. Currently
7 volunteers have offered to be
newsletter and meeting flyer drop
points. Each volunteer distributes
anywhere from 5 to 25 newsletters
and flyers to their neighbors. We
need more volunteers, especially
between Tuscarawas and 5th
Streets and McKinley and Market.
Can't get out and wak? How
about calling 3 or 4 neighbors to

2)

up-date them. Persona invitations
are aways best.

We need contributions to our
newsl etter: favorite recipes, stories,
poems, photos. Why not share with
your neighbors? Call Constance
Brown at 330.454.6255 to share
your contribution to the newsl etter.

IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD

SWAN seeks to provide helpful infor-
mation about resources and activities
within the neighborhood. Please keep
us posted of events/ resources so we
can make this publication as useful as
possible to our community. Call any
board member.

Supervised Programsfor

Youth of All Ages

are provided at NO CHARGE at
Church of the Savior on Saturdays
from 11:00-1:00.

Basketball

Air Hockey, Ping Pong, Pool

X-Box
Computers
Contact Scott Barwick for more
information: 330.455.0153
scottbarwick@sbcglobal .net
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Light Up Downtown Canton
December 7, 2006
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CANTON FIRSTS

1st white settler—James Leonard
who came in 1805

First marriage—James Leonard to
Sarah Barber in 1806

First death—James Culbertson,
October, 1805

First grist-mill erected by Philip
Slusser in 1807

First tavern started by Garret
Crusen on market street, between
Fourth and Fifth streetsin alog
house; first well in town was dug
on thislot

First store—corner of Market and
Fifth streetsin 1807, opened by
Abraham Kroft

First lawyer—Roswell Mason in
1810

First Teacher —Andrew Johnson
in 1808

First resident minister of the Gos-
pel—Rev. Anthony Weier in 1812

First church edifice erected by
Lutherans on the lot where the
Presbyterian Church now stands,
corner of Tuscarawas and Plum, in
1810

FREE GROCERIES!!! Every Friday 1:30-3:30
Free Breakfast: Sun am 6:30-8:30
Where? Church of the Savior / 120 Cleveland Ave SW
330.455.0153
The public isinvited to Worship Services on Sundays at 10:30 & 5:00. Attendance
not required to receive groceries or breakfast.

SWAN isamember of Neighbor hood L eader ship Council
and the Compton Elementary Collabor ation.




Many older settlers of Canton have
|eft interesting reminiscences that we
will sharein our newdetter. These
are gleaned from the History of Sark
County edited by William Henry
Perrinin 1891.

John Shorb, who came herein 1807,
was a native of Zweibruecken, in
Germany. He came to the United
States while quite young, and settled
in Baltimore where he married and
made money in his pursuit of differ-
ent branches of business before mov-
ing to Canton, Ohio.

In 1815, he became President of the
first bank in town, called The Farm-
ers Bank of Canton.” He did consid-
erable business also in real estate. He
took an active part in public affairs,
and was always ready to give a help-
ing hand to his neighbors. One story
has been preserved that gives us an
insight into this part of his character.

In the early timesin was customary
for sea captains to bring over desti-
tute emigrants & sell them out to ser-
vice for anumber of yearsto pay
their passage and expenses. Some-
times whol e families would be sold

Mayor Janet Weir Creighton 218 Cleveland Avenue S.W. Can-
ton, Ohio 44702 Phone: 330 489-3291 Fax: 330 489-3282

into this condition of white slavery. A
Swiss by the name of Imhoff, was one
of these unfortunates who had a tyrant
for amaster. Finding his condition
unbearable, he ran away, taking his
family along with him.

Joining a party going West, he & his
family arrived in Plain Township and
then in Canton. Soon he found that he
had been pursued. On the day of his
arrival in Canton, he was caught and
both he & hisfamily werein danger
of being taken back to their slavery,
and to suffer the punishment of whip-
ping for running away. They were
almost exhausted with weariness and
lack of sustaining food, added to the
dread of the terrible fate that awaited
their return to Philadel phia.

John Shorb, being financialy com-
fortable, offered to buy their freedom.
At first the pursuers were unwilling to
make any terms for the release of Im-
hoff & hisfamily. The good people of
the City of Canton angrily threatened
them with lynch law if they did not
release their captives. “One who
vouches for the truth of this transac-
tion sad,: ‘ The scoundrels took them-
selves off mighty quick when they
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heard of hanging.”” Shorb was a
zealous member of the Roman
Catholic Church, and one of the
founders of thefirst congregation
in Canton. He was serioudly in-
jured while giving a helping hand
in the erection of the old Catholic
Church on the corner of North and
Poplar and died on July 25, 1824.

We have a Shorb Avein Canton,
most likely named for John
Shorb. North & Poplar Streetsare
renamed. Challenge: Who can
find out the current name of the
street that used to be called North
Street? Poplar Street? Plum
Street? (Hint for Plum Street:
McKinley Park used to be called
Plum Street Cemetery.)

Canton City Council Canton City Hall Plaza Level 218

Cleveland Ave SW Canton, OH 44702Phone; 330 - 489-

3223 Fax: 330- 489-3272

Director of Public Service (Street, Sewer, Water Pollution Con-

trol, Water & Sanitation Departments; I nformation Systems) Jo-
seph J. Concatto 218 Cleveland Ave SW Canton, OH
44702Phone: 330 - 489-3338 Fax: 330 - 489-3282

Director of Public Safety (Police, Fire, Parking, Zoning Building
& Code, Traffic Engineer) Bernard L. Hunt 218 Cleveland Ave

Canton City Income Tax Robert Schirack, Treasurer

424 Market Avenue North - 4th Floor Canton, OH
44702Phone: 330 - 430-7900 Fax: 330 - 430-7944

Ward 4 Council Member Kelly Zachary Home: 330-488-

SW Canton, OH 44702Phone: 330- 489-3087 Fax: 330 - 489-3282

Community & Economic Development and Planning M ar gy

Poor man, Director 218 Cleveland Ave SWCanton, OH

44702Phone: 330 - 489-3258 Fax: 330 580-2067

9301 /City Council 330-489-3223

Newsdletter created by Constance Brown, dba
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SWAN (SouthWest Association of Neighbors)
c/o The Browns

620 Bachert Ct SW

Canton, OH 44707
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The SouthWest Association of Neighbors
will host a Christmas party
in early December.

You will not want to missthis exciting annual event!
Watch for special flyers. Pick up your voice mail.
Bring your families. It's FREE.
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Questions? Call 330-454-6255
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