
zens in this neighborhood.  
We hope that you have a 
blessed Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!! 
 

Sincerely, 
Scott E. Barwick 
 
 
WHAT’S NEW 
After 2 years of planning 
and research, the historical 
sign in now installed in the 
center of McKinley Park! 
Be sure to take a look at it! 
 
PHONE NUMBERS FOR 
QUICK REFERENCE 
Police Tip L ine—May 
leave anonymous tips. You 
do not have to leave your 
name. 330.489.3117 
Non-Emer gency Pol ice 
Calls 330.649.5800 
Sergeant Fox of Gang 
Task Force 330.458.4807 
M a y o r ’ s  H o t l i n e 
330.455.2489 
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Hello Neighbor! I would 
like to ask the question, 
“What have you done to 
improve the community that 
you live in?”   If there is no 
response, then it is defi-
nitely time for you to get 
busy.  I would like to en-
courage you to be a part of 
the Southwest Association 
of Neighbors (SWAN), to 
meet and work with indi-
viduals that are actively 
engaged in service to the 
community.  The SWAN 
organization has been oper-
ating for 7 years.  We have 
an official elected Board of 
Directors.  We meet on the 
1st Friday of each month at 
the Downtown Library at 
5:00pm.  We need your in-
put to help the southwest 
area to be crime free area 
and a beautiful place to live. 
 
We continue to improve 
mental health and commu-
nity pride through aesthetic 
improvements in our com-
munity garden, the signage 
in the McKinley Park, and 
neighborhood clean-ups.  
Some upcoming events in-
clude Christmas events for 
all ages:  free van trips for 
adult residents, to Silver 
Park, “Wonderful World of 
Lights, in Alliance, Ohio 
and Stadium Park, to see 
Christmas lights;  and the 
annual Christmas party for 
area kids.  We work with 
our adopted school, Comp-
ton Elementary. We have 
partnered with the Church 
of the Savior UMC, to coor-

dinate a back to school 
block party. In August 
SWAN purchased more 
than 300 school book bags 
for the children in our com-
munity. 
 
Our major goal is to encour-
age our students in develop-
ing character and citizenship 
skills, and to assist our 
youth to achieve academi-
cally, in order to provide 
future community leader-
ship.  Please join us or 
check us out on our web site 
at www.cantonswan.com or 
contact your neighbors to 
get more information. 
 
I am happy to be a part of a 
working organization that is 
making a difference in the 
City of Canton, specifically 
in the SW area.  We look 
forward to seeing you. 
Don’ t be surprised if we 
knock on your door and 
share acts of kindness and 
encouragement to the citi-
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SWAN Con tacts: 
 
Scott Barwick 
President  
330-328-8761 
 
Constance Brown 
Vice President / Newsletter  
330-705-2075 
 
Patr icia Howard,  
Secretary  
330-453-0036 
 
L inda Wi l l iams,  
Treasurer   
330-453-1717 
 
Leon Conner,  
Addi tional  Member 
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Month l y Boar d 
Meet i ngs:  

When? 1st Fr iday of each 
month 5:00-5:45 

Wher e? Study Room 2nd 
Floor  Stark County Li -

brary 

Ever yone Wel come 

 

Boundar i es: 
Tuscarawas Street South to 
9th Street; Schroyer  East to 
Market 

SWAN Garden October  2, 2007 



FREE GROCERIES !!! Every Fr iday 1:30-3:30 
L imit: 1 x per  month per  family 
Free Breakfast: Sun am 6:30-8:30 

 
Where? Church of the Savior / 120 Cleveland Ave SW / 330.455.0153 

 
The public is invited to Worship Services on Sundays at 10:30 . Attendance not required to receive 

groceries or breakfast. 
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SWAN is a member  of Neighborhood Leadership Council  
and the Compton Elementary Collaboration. 

IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD 
 

Supervised Programs for  Youth 
of All Ages 

are provided at NO CHARGE at 
Church of the Savior United Methodist at 
120 Cleveland Ave SW on Saturdays  

Basketball 11 a.m.-1 p.m.  
Air  Hockey, Ping Pong, Pool 

X-Box, Computers 
 

Contact Scott Barwick for more  
information: 330.455.0153 

scottbarwick@sbcglobal.net 
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Mayor Janet Weir  Creighton 218 Cleveland Avenue S.W. Can-
ton, Ohio 44702 Phone: 330 489-3291 Fax: 330 489-3282  

Director  of Public Service (Street, Sewer, Water Pollution Con-
trol, Water & Sanitation Departments; Information Systems) Jo-
seph J. Concatto 218 Cleveland Ave SW Canton, OH 
44702Phone: 330 - 489-3338 Fax: 330 - 489-3282 

Director  of Public Safety (Police, Fire, Parking, Zoning Building 
& Code, Traffic Engineer) Bernard L. Hunt 218 Cleveland Ave 
SW Canton, OH 44702Phone: 330- 489-3087 Fax: 330 - 489-3282 

Community &  Economic Development and Planning Margy 
Poorman, Director  218 Cleveland Ave SWCanton, OH 
44702Phone: 330 - 489-3258 Fax: 330 580-2067 
 

 Canton City Council Canton City Hall Plaza Level 218 
Cleveland Ave SW Canton, OH 44702Phone: 330 - 489-
3223 Fax: 330- 489-3272   

Canton City Income Tax Rober t Schirack, Treasurer  
424 Market Avenue North - 4th Floor Canton, OH 
44702Phone: 330 - 430-7900 Fax: 330 - 430-7944 

Ward 4 Council Member  Elect Kelly Zachary  Home: 
330-488-9301 /City Council 330-489-3223  

Newsletter created by Constance Brown, dba 
StepCo 

The only remaining visible grave 
stone in McKinley Park honors Obed 
H. Kline. Although the top of the 
obelisk has toppled, the base still re-
mains. Interestingly enough, an 
obituary for Mr. Kline also has been 
preserved in the in the microfilm files 
of The Repository. These are avail-
able at the Stark County Library. Mr. 
Kline’s obituary is found in the 
March 13, 1845, edition on page 3, 
column 4. As we read the obituary,  
we realize that language and the com-
mon usage of some words has 
changed over the years. Having noted 
that, we present the obituary in its 
entirety. 
 
“Mr. Obed H. Kline was born in Lan-
caster county, PA, October 31, 1813, 
and died in this town on Saturday 
morning March 8th, 1845, of con-
sumption, aged 31 years, 4 months 
and 8 days. He had resided in Canton 
about 10 years, and it is believed, 
was respected and beloved for his 
amiable qualities by a large circle of 
friends. 
 
“Mr. K was a member of the Lu-
theran Church, and those who held 
intercourse with him on religious 
subjects, during his sickness and at 

other times, received satisfactory 
evidence for believing, that his views 
and exercises accorded with the re-
quirements of God’s word. He felt 
and acknowledged himself to be a 
sinner; that he could not be saved by 
his own merits, and only by Faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
“Though slow to believe that his dis-
ease would prove fatal, yet he ever 
experienced satisfaction with God’s 
dealings, and perfect willingness to 
leave the world if it was His will. 
Towards the close of life, he was 
sensitive of the near approach of 
death, and expressed a desire to de-
part, yet referred the matter to God’s 
disposal. Immediately before disso-
lution, he sunk into a quiet sleep, 
from which he never awoke. A pleas-
ant expression spread over his coun-
tenance, and his last breath, undis-
turbed by the slightest movement, 
was only known to be the last be-
cause no respiration followed. Many 
deplore his loss, as a friend and a 
citizen, but we believe that he, being 
absent from the body is present with 
the Lord, and that, sleeping in Jesus, 
God will bring him with Christ.”  
 

McKinley Park has the distinction 
of serving as the final resting place 
of a Revolutionary War soldier, Mr. 
William Capes.  
 
The formal unveiling of the histori-
cal sign occurred at 1:00 p.m. on 
November 14, 2007. Attending from 
SWAN were Scott Barwick, Con-
stance Brown, Patricia Howard, 
Linda Williams, & Rita Barrett; 
Mayor Janet Weir Creighton; Doug 
Perry, head of the Parks department; 
Ward 4 council person elect Chris 
Smith and a friend of hers. The Re-
pository sent a photographer to cap-
ture the occasion.  
 
Scott Barwick introduced the 
SWAN organization and its mission 
Both Mayor Creighton and Chris 
Smith spoke a few words honoring 
the effort to preserve the history of 
this area. Linda Williams unveiled 
the sign to the applause of the 
group. Constance Brown read Obed 
Kline’s obituary. Videos of both the 
unveiling and the reading of the 
obituary are available online. Go to 
cantonrep.com. Scroll down to a 
section titled, “Latest Multimedia.” 
At the bottom of the list is a link 
that says, Click here for more multi-
media. Scroll through the play list to 
S.W.A.N. Dedication, and Obed 
Kline Obituary. Click to view. 



Address Label 

SWAN  (South West Association of  Neighbors) 
c/o The Browns 
620 Bachert Ct SW 
Canton, OH 44707 

 
SWAN has par tnered with Mercy Pals and two area businesses to make the Polar  Express 
Chr istmas an unforgettable event  this year  at Compton Elementary. We also expect to play 
a very active part in the after  school Chr istmas par ty at Compton. That is an event open to 
the parents. So watch for  the notifications that come home from school. You won’ t want to 
miss food, fun, and gifts! SWAN is looking forward to taking adults over  50 to see Chr istmas 
lights at Silver  Park in Alliance and Stadium Park in Canton on Fr iday, November  30.  

 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to All! 


